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Potential Long-Term Options for Central High School  
 

1. Repair the main Central High School structure.  The scope of work and cost are currently 
being assessed, but the water intrusion and corresponding issues exacerbated by 
Hurricane Harvey appear to be extensive. 
 

2. Build a new Central High School for 1,300 students.  A rough estimate cost from a 
respected architectural firm is $91.3 million and the estimated timeline is 7-10 months for 
design work and an additional 2 years for construction.  The design work could be 
expedited somewhat through phased work and packages.  The entire project would be 
subject to passing a bond, prior to incurring the majority of design costs.  (Total 
insurance claims and possible FEMA assistance for the current CHS structure are not 
expected to approach anything close to the total cost of this project.) 
 

3. Build a new combined Central High School and Ozen High School.  A rough estimate 
cost from a respected architectural firm is $137.9 million and the estimated timeline is 7-
10 months for design work and an additional 2 years for construction.  The design work 
could be expedited somewhat through phased work and packages.  The entire project 
would be subject to passing a bond, prior to incurring the majority of design costs.  (Total 
insurance claims and possible FEMA assistance for the current CHS structure are not 
expected to approach anything close to the total cost of this project.) 
 

4. Merge Central High School and Ozen High School on the Ozen High School campus.  
The scope of work and cost to accommodate the combined enrollment would have to be 
assessed. 

 
5. Disband Smith Middle School in the summer before the 2018-2019 school year, rezone 

the SMS students to multiple middle schools, and convert SMS back to a high school.  
The scope of work and cost would have to be assessed. 
 

6. Demolish and rebuild the main Central High School structure.  The proposed project 
would have to be analyzed to determine if any of the newer campus buildings could be 
utilized while the campus is an active construction site.  The scope of work and cost 
would have to be assessed. 
 

7. Other options may be considered. 
 


